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Community Grant terms & conditions
Stratton St Margaret Parish Council is committed to supporting voluntary organisations, charities and groups which benefit its local residents. One way of supporting local groups is through our community grant scheme.
Applications will be considered at the meeting of the Full Council in June and October (see our website for the current list of meeting dates and deadlines for application submissions). Applicants are encouraged to attend the relevant meeting in order to present their project and answer any questions that may arise. Successful applicants are also invited to give a presentation at the Parish Council Annual Assembly in April.
The purpose for which the grant is made must be in the interest of the parish or any part of it or all or some of the residents of the parish. The benefit to the area or inhabitants must be commensurate with the expenditure.
Grant Criteria
Organisations will be considered for Stratton St Margaret Parish Council grant aid where they meet the following criteria:
1. The work of the organisation or community group must directly benefit a number of residents of Stratton St Margaret Parish.
2. For the purpose of purchasing equipment either in part of in full.
3. For the funding of transport that will enable group members to partake in a group trip or outing.
4. For training activities, or to purchase the expertise of an outside trainer/instructor/facilitator.
5. For activities that raise the profile of the area.
6. For the support of a viable group that is experiencing a period of hardship.
7. For hosting special events or celebrations.
8. For the provision of recreational facilities.
9. Any other reasonable requests will be considered.

Grant Conditions
Organisations will be considered for a Stratton St Margaret Parish Council grant aid where they meet the following conditions:
1. Grants will not be awarded to individuals.
2. The organisation or community group has a written constitution with clearly defined aims and objectives.
3. Any Grant Aid awarded must be used for the purposes stated on the application only. If the organisation decides that it wishes to spend the monies on an alternative project it must ask the Stratton St Margaret Parish Council for written permission to do so.
4. The local organisation or community group has a clear financial need. The amount of money in which the organisation or community group has, including any special reserves set aside for particular projects will be considered. Additionally, if the balance is high in relation to spending then an explanation will be required to justify the reasons why the organisation or community group is still applying for a grant.
5. The organisation or community group has its own bank account with at least two authorised signatories.
6. The organisation or community group is non-party political and non-profit making. 
7. Retrospective applications will not be considered.
8. Applications should be linked to a specific project but consideration will also be given to grant applications for revenue funding.
9. Grant applications that require matching funding as evidence of local/community support to lever in additional grants from other funding sources will also be considered.
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Grants must not be used to settle debts on behalf of the organisation, nor be used to retrospectively fund projects.
11. Application amount is limited to £2,500 per organisation or community group within any Council year.

Who/What will not be considered
1. Activities considered to be the responsibility of a Statutory Authority.
2. Applications from schools for an activity that takes place within the school day
3. Activities outside the Councils powers and functions.
4. Activities for political organisations.
5. Activities for religious organisations, unless they can show they operate clear and open community activities which do not require membership or connection to the organization and that the application will be of benefit to the community.
6. An organisation that discriminates on grounds of racial origin, gender, disability, age, (except for obvious reasons, such as becoming a member of a youth club)
7. Salary costs.
8. Core school expenditure.

Stratton St Margaret Parish Council reserves the right to recall any grant given to an organisation which ceases to operate during the financial year for which the grant has been given. The Council should be consulted prior to distribution of any remaining assets. Full details and accounts must be submitted to the Council as soon as possible. 

Successful Organisations are requested to
1. Be prepared to participate in any publicity or awareness initiatives organised by the Council, please let us know if you would not like to.
2. Provide evidence within the financial year that the grant has been used for the purpose stated in the application, and where possible provide Stratton St Margaret Parish Council with photograph(s) of the project funded. All awards must be properly accounted for and evidence of expenditure should be supplied as requested. If evidence is not provided the Council may request the monies be repaid.
3. Acknowledge the grant aid together with other sources of funding in appropriate publicity and detailing how it was spent in its annual report and accounts, a copy of which should be sent to the Parish Council as soon as it has been published.

Notes:
1. The Council’s decision on any application is final and there is no right of appeal.
2. The Council reserves the right to decline any application without giving reasons for its decision.
3. The council will not commit to any continuing expenditure.
4. Where a Member of the Council is a member of a group/organization applying for funding, that member must declare, in accordance with its cord of conduct, an interest in the matter and refrain from voting.

If you would like to apply for a grant, please download the form and submit it to the Council. This can be done online, via post or email to finance@strattonstmargaret.gov.uk. Please remember, grants are only considered in June and October every year.
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